The Service for All Hallows’ Eve
The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.
All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words

People

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is
not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.
Psalm 139:10-11
Let us pray. (Silence)
Lord Christ, your saints have been the lights of the world in every generation: Grant that we who
follow in their footsteps may be made worthy to enter with them into that heavenly country
where you live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps.
The following hymn, or a metrical version of it, is then sung

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You are worthy at all times to be
praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
First Reading

The Witch of Endor

1 Samuel 28:3-25

Psalm 130
Let us pray. (Silence)
Almighty and everliving God, you have made all things in your wisdom and established the
boundaries of life and death: Grant that we may obey your voice in this world, and in the world
to come may enjoy that rest and peace which you have appointed for your people; through Jesus
Christ who is Resurrection and Life, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Second Reading

War in Heaven

Revelation 12:1-12

Psalm 103:17-22
Let us pray. (Silence)
O most merciful and mighty God, your son Jesus Christ was born of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
bring us salvation and to establish your kingdom on earth: Grant that Michael and all your angels
may defend your people against Satan and every evil foe, and that at the last we may come to
that heavenly country where your saints for ever sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
You are God Te Deum laudamus
You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the
mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all
virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for
those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Blessing

